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REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 were pending in the application. Claims 1, 2, 6, 8 and 14 have been 
amended. No claims have been canceled. Claims 20-27 have been added. Therefore, claims 
1 -27 are pending and submitted for reconsideration. 

The Examiner's acknowledgement of the Information Disclosure Statements filed on 
October 8, 2003 and March 25, 2004 is greatly appreciated. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by JP 
200230039 ("Ko"). The rejection is improper at least because Ko is not prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), because Ko is not an application filed in the United States, nor is it an 
international application that was published in English. Thus, Ko is not prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e). If, however, the PTO intended to reject the application by Ko under 35 U.S.C. 
1 02(a), the following remarks are offered. 

Ko fails to disclose, teach or suggest the claimed invention. For example, Ko does not 
disclose, teach or suggest a "central chamber ... an outer-peripheral front chamber ... [and] ... 
an outer-peripheral rear chamber," as called for by independent claims 1, 2, 5 and 7. Ko also 
does not disclose, teach or suggest a "central rear chamber ... a front chamber ... and an outer- 
peripheral chamber," as called for by independent claim 9. Ko merely discloses a two 
chamber airbag with front, rear and inner panels. See Ko at Abstract; and Figs. 1, 2 and 3. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 2, 5 and 7 are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 3, 4, 6, 8, 10 and new claims 20-25 depend from claims 1, 2, 5, 7 or 9 and are 
allowable therewith, for at least the reasons set forth above, without regard to the further 
patentable subject matter set forth in these dependent claims. 

Ko also fails to disclose, teach or suggest a "port being positioned to oppose the gas 
injection port of the first gas generating unit," as called for in claim 1 1 and similarly in claim 
13. Further, claim 14 requires that "the communication port lies on the line extending along a 
gas-discharge direction of the gas generator when the airbag is inflated," which is similar to 
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claim 1 6. Ko merely discloses ports (28) that appear to be in a location closer to the 
periphery of the fabric panels and are not located to be opposite a gas injection port of a gas 
generating unit. See Ko at Figs. 1 and 2. As can be clearly seen in Fig. 2 of Ko, the ports 
(28) are located away from and not in line or opposite gas ports of the gas generator (36). 
Furthermore, Ko does not disclose teach or suggest a "gas generator [that] includes first and 
second gas generating units," as called for by claim 1 1 . Thus, Ko fails to disclose, teach or 
suggest each and every recitation of claims 1 1, 13, 14 and 16. 

Claims 12, 15, 17 and 18 depend from claim 11,14 and 16 and are allowable 
therewith, for at least the reasons set forth above, without regard to the further patentable 
subject matter set forth in these dependent claims. 

Furthermore, Ko does not disclose, teach or suggest that "the first compartment and 
the second compartment inflate almost simultaneously when the gas generator is activated," 
as recited in claim 19. Ko does not appear to disclose an airbag that inflates "almost 
simultaneously," but merely discloses a lightweight airbag. See Ko at Abstract. The 
arrangement of the ports in Ko makes it unlikely for gas from a gas generator to be able to 
inflate the second chamber quickly. The ports of Ko are relatively distant from the generator 
and, thus, the first chamber is likely to be inflated before the second chamber. See Ko at Figs. 
1 and 2. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

New claims 26 and 27 depend from claim 19 and are allowable therewith, for at least 
the reasons set forth above, without regard to the further patentable subject matter set forth in 
these dependent claims. 
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Conclusion 

Favorable reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, 
to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of 
papers submitted herewith, Applicant hereby petitions for such extension under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.136 and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 



April 13,2x»fr 



By 




J&SsjcA M. PA LMen 
Howard N. Shipley 
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FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 672-5582 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 39,370 
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